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The ability to understand and attribute mental states to oneself and others is referred as Theory of Mind (ToM; Premack & Woodruff, 1978) . ToM is essential for comprehension of our own behaviour as well as that of others. These self-and otherorientated attributions have been shown to be dissociable through clinical, experimental and neuroimaging studies (e.g., Bradford, Jentzsch, & Gomez, 2015; Bodden et al., 2010; Decety & Sommerville, 2003; Harari, Shamay-Tsoory, Ravid, & Levkovitz, 2010 ). Here we report how simply rewording whether a real-world problem-solving task is completed from the perspective of the self or others can change how the test is performed.
Both patients CW (61 years old) and patient FH (75 years old) were right-handed male patients who suffered right hemisphere ischaemic strokes and were recruited through the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh within one month poststroke. CW and FH were referred by the Acute Stroke Unit team as they met our selection criteria of no history of previous vascular accident, head injury, psychiatric or other neuropsychological disorders such as amnesia, apraxia, dysphasia or neglect and had normal or corrected to normal vision and hearing. This was determined through a background neuropsychological assessment by a stroke specialist.
CW and FH performed the Key Search task from the Behavioural Assessment of the Dysexecutive Syndrome (BADS; Wilson, Alderman, Burgess, Emslie, & Evans, 1996) which assesses planning and strategy formation both from a first-and third-person perspective. The patients were presented with an A4-sized piece of paper with a 100 mm square in the middle and a black dot 50 mm below it representing the field.
Firstly, the Key Search task was administered and scored according to the BADS manual, with the following instructions (Wilson et al., 1996, p 9) :
'I want you to imagine that this square is a large field. Somewhere in this field you have lost your keys. You don't know exactly where you have lost them because you have been all over the field, all you know is that they are somewhere in the field. Starting from this dot I want you to draw a line with the pen to show me where you would walk to search the field to make absolutely certain that you would find your keys no matter where they were.' During standard administration of the test, it became clear that patient CW could not grasp the concept of 'not knowing' where he had lost his own keys. He insisted that he would know where he had lost them as he would know exactly where he had walked. This led the researcher to change the instructions and deliver the Key Search test once again but from a third person perspective:
'I want you to imagine that this square is a large field. Somewhere in this field John has lost his keys. You don't know exactly where he has lost them because he has been all over the field, all you know is that they are somewhere in the field. Starting from this dot I want you to draw a line with the pen to show me where you would walk to search the field to make absolutely certain that you would find John's keys no matter where they were'.
